CLUSTERING
(from Writing the Natural Way, Gabriele Rico, PhD)

Clustering is a nonlinear brainstorming process akin to free association....To
create a cluster, you begin with a nucleus word, circled, on a fresh page. Now you
simply let go and begin to flow with any current of connections that come into
your head. Write these down rapidly, each in its own circle, radiating outward
from the center in any direction they want to go. Connect each new word or phrase
with a line to the preceding circle. When something new and different strikes you,
begin again at the central nucleus and radiate outward until those associations are
exhausted...This relaxed receptivity to ideas usually generates another spurt of as-
sociations until at some point you experience a sudden sense of what you are going
to write about....You will know when to stop clustering when you feel the urge to
write. It may happen suddenly, like an ‘Aha!’ or it may surface gradually, as
though you were slowly unveiling a sculpture...the shift is identified by a certain
satisfying feeling that you have something to write about...




